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Abstract: Following activation, CD,” T cells could be categorized into two distinct subsets, T helper type 1 (Th1) and
Th2, based on their cytokine profile and biological functions. In light of recent data, a new subset of activated CD, * cells which
is termed Th17 cells is discovered . The differentiation of Th17 cells requires the coordinate action of transforming growth fac-
tor (TGF-B) and interleukin-6(IL-6) or interleukin-21(IL-21). In addition, The IL-12 family member IL-23 plays an important
role in inducing IL-17 secretion and maintaining Th17 effector function, RORYt is its specific transcription factor. Th17 cells are
characterized by the secretion of 1L-17A,IL-17F, IL-21, IL-22, IL-6, TNF-q, which are involved in pro-inflammatory process
(host defending against certain pathogens), autoimmunity, tumor, allograft rejection. Th17 cells also provides a new insight
for the pathogenesis and therapy of the liver diseases.
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